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The primary role of education is to equip people with the right knowledge, skills, values, attitudes and 
behaviours so as to enable them to become active participants in transformation of the societies and live 
in harmony with each other. Education empowers people to lead a free life. 
 
Over last few years, impressive gains in access to education with near universal access and equity 
dividend with gender parity at elementary level education have been made. This has largely been 
possible on account of Government’s initiatives such as RTE, SSA. One of the world’s largest Mid-Day 
Meal program provides more than 100 million children school meals daily to help retention in schools. 
 
However, the Indian Primary School Education is faced with various concerns in achieving quality 
education for the student. Some of the challenges that need to be addressed in the near time include the 
following:  

- Quality of education remains a concern as evident from different achievement surveys such as 
ASER, National Achievement Survey (NAS), State Level Achievement Surveys (SLAs). Also, 
there is inadequate quality assessment processes for evaluation of children’s education.  

- The Indian education institutions are facing problems such as availability, development processes 
and accountability with respect to teachers. As per statistical report, teachers’ vacancy is around 
17 percent in government primary schools and needs attention. Teacher development is an 
important area but often unaddressed, which helps them to get better equipped on the subject 
and teaching methodologies to deliver quality education. The teachers are mostly selected basis 
on the qualification than pedagogical knowledge and teaching skills, which emphasis the 
requirement for such development platforms. There is also no adequate monitoring and 
recognition processes of teacher’s performance.  

- There is inadequate monitoring at central level on the schools performance in terms of learning, 
teaching, infrastructure and resources. 

- The current education system aims to impart only knowledge to the children and does not focus 
on their holistic development.  

 
Keeping in mind the above challenges, this year’s National Education Summit will emphasize on 
discussing Transforming Primary Education in India. The following topics are planned to be discussed 
and deliberated upon. 
 
 Learning Outcomes: Current status, reasons for poor show, solutions and fixes 
 Primary Education as building blocks for better future 
 360 degree look at different stakeholders and ways to engage them 
 Teacher Professional Development 
 School Leadership & Administration 
 State Governance & Structure 
 
CII will launch a white paper in association with KPMG, as the knowledge partner at the Summit to 
highlight key issues and lay out an action plan for stakeholders. Additionally, the Summit shall have 
keynote addresses, panel discussions to add depth to this topic as well as some of the other critical 
issues facing the Primary Education system at this stage. 
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